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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
04/02/2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 5-7, 10, 11 and 13-19 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Huang (US Publication 2004/0098379). 

4. With respect to claim 1, Huang discloses a directory searching method of 
searching a plurality of directory structures in a storage medium for a prescribed 
directory structure, wherein the plurality of directory structures constitutes a hierarchical 



structure and the prescribed directory structure includes at least two directory of a 
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directory having a first name and a directory having a second name (Huang: Paragraph 
16, lines 1-18; Paragraph 17, lines 1-9; Paragraph 28, lines 1-8; Figure 8; Here a user 
can search for multiple directories in one search by providing multiple names, the 
directories being in a hierarchical structure), the directory searching method comprising: 

inputting the first name and the second name with an inputting device (Huang: 
Paragraph 28, lines 1-8; Figure 8; Here the user can select two names and search 
directories related to those names); 

searching the plurality of directory structures based on the first name and the 
second name so as to extract all the prescribed directory structure comprising the 
directory having the first name and the directory having the second name in the storage 
medium (Huang: Paragraph 28, lines 1-8; Figure 8; Figure 9; Here after the search all 
the prescribed directory structure are extracted); and 

displaying at least part of the prescribed directory structure extracted in the 
searching step (Huang: Figure 8; Figure 9); 

wherein the directory having the second name is in the same hierarchy level as 
the hierarchy level on the directory having the first name (Huang: Paragraph 28, lines 1- 
8; Figure 8; Figure 9; Here multiple directory can be at the same hierarchy level): 

5. With respect to claim 5, Huang discloses the directory searching method of claim 
1, further comprising: 

selecting a part of the prescribed directory structure extracted in the searching 
step (Huang: Figure 9; Here a searched directory can be selected for further action). 
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6. With respect to claim 6, Huang discloses the directory searching method of claim 
1 , wherein the at least two directories store a set data containing at least one of image 
data, sound data and sound image data (Huang: Paragraph 16, lines 1-7; Figure 5; 
Figure 8). 

7. With respect to claim 7, Huang discloses a directory searching apparatus for 
searching a plurality of directory structures in a storage medium for a prescribed 
directory, wherein the plurality of directory structures constitutes a hierarchical structure 
and the prescribed directory structure includes at least two directories of a directory 
having a first name and a directory having a second name (Huang: Paragraph 16, lines 
1-18; Paragraph 17, lines 1-9; Paragraph 28, lines 1-8; Figure 8; Here a user can 
search for multiple directories in one search by providing multiple names, the directories 
being in a hierarchical structure), the directory searching apparatus comprising: 

an inputting device to input the first name and the second name (Huang: 
Paragraph 28, lines 1-8; Figure 8; Here the user can select two names and search 
directories related to those names); 

a searching device for searching the plurality of directory structures based on the 
first name and the second name so as to extract all the prescribed directory structure 
comprising the directory having the first name and the directory having the second 
name in the storage medium (Huang: Paragraph 28, lines 1-8; Figure 8; Figure 9; Here 
after the search all the prescribed directory structure are extracted); 
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displaying device to display at least a part of the prescribed directory structure 
extracted by the searching device (Huang: Figure 8; Figure 9); 

wherein the directory having the second name is in the same hierarchy level as 
the hierarchy level of the directory having the first name (Huang: Paragraph 28, lines 1- 
8; Figure 8; Figure 9; Here multiple directory can be at the same hierarchy level). 

8. With respect to claim 10, Huang discloses the directory searching apparatus of 
claim 7, further comprising: a range specification device to specify a search range 
(Huang: Paragraph 28, lines 1-8; Figure 8). 

9. With respect to claim 1 1 , Huang discloses the directory searching apparatus of 
claim 10, wherein the search range is the top and bottom level in the directory structure 
(Huang: Paragraph 28, lines 1-8; Figure 8). 

10. With respect to claim 13, Huang discloses the directory searching apparatus of 
claim 7, further comprising of: 

a selecting device to select a part of the prescribed directory structure extracted 
by the searching device (Huang: Paragraph 28, lines 1-8; Figure 8). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 14, Huang discloses the directory searching apparatus of 
claim 7, wherein the at least two directories store a set data containing at least one of 
image data, sound data and sound image data (Huang: Paragraph 16, lines 1-7; Figure 
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12. With respect to claim 15, Huang discloses a directory searching program 
comprising step of controlling a computer to function as a directory searching method o 
claim 1 (Huang: Paragraph 16, lines 1-18; Figure 8). 

13. With respect to claim 16, Huang discloses a directory searching program 
comprising a controlling section to control a computer to function as a directory 
searching apparatus of claim 7 (Huang: Paragraph 16, lines 1-18; Figure 8). 

14. With respect to claim 17, Huang discloses a storage medium comprising data 
corresponding to the directory searching program of claim 15 (Huang: Paragraph 16, 
lines 1-18; Figure 8). 

15. With respect to claim 18, Huang discloses a storage medium comprising data 
corresponding to the directory searching program of claim 16 (Huang: Paragraph 16, 
lines 1-18; Figure 8). 

16. With respect to claim 19, Huang discloses a directory searching method of 
searching a plurality of directory structures in a storage medium for a prescribed 
directory structure, wherein the plurality of directory structures constitutes a hierarchical 
structure and the prescribed directory structure includes at least two directories of a 
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directory having a first name and a directory having a second name (Huang: Paragraph 

16, lines 1-18; Paragraph 17, lines 1-9; Paragraph 28, lines 1-8; Figure 8; Here a user 
can search for multiple directories in one search by providing multiple names, the 
directories being in a hierarchical structure), the directory searching method comprising: 

inputting the first name and the second name with a inputting device (Huang: 
Paragraph 28, lines 1-8; Figure 8; Here the user can select two names and search 
directories related to those names); 

searching the plurality of directory structures based on the first name and the 
second name so as to extract all the prescribed directory structure comprising the 
directory having the first name and the directory having the second name in the storage 
medium (Huang: Paragraph 28, lines 1-8; Figure 8; Figure 9; Here after the search all 
the prescribed directory structure are extracted); and 

displaying at least part of the prescribed directory structure extracted in the 
searching step (Huang: Figure 8; Figure 9); 

wherein the directory having the second name is in the hierarchy level below the 
hierarchy level of the directory having the first name (Huang: Paragraph 28, lines 1-8; 
Figure 8; Figure 9; Here multiple directory can be at different hierarchy level). 

Conclusion 

17. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The Shi reference (US Patent 6,625,615) teaches about data 
processing system and method for multi-level directory searches. The Sedlar reference 
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(US Patent 6,427,123) teaches about hierarchical indexing for accessing hierarchically 
organized information in a relational system. The Brechner reference (US Publication 
2004/0215643) teaches about organizing and searching media contents. 



Application/Control Number: 10/788,769 
Art Unit: 2164 



Page 9 



Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rezwanul Mahmood whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5625. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 10 A.M. - 5 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571)272-4085. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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